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than in that species. It will probably be considered worthy of 
separation as a subgenus. I found it frequenting long grass 
in islands on the Burrampootra river, in Upper Burmah. It had 
partaken of ants and small Coleoptera, 


VI.— Note on Falco circumcinctus, a rare Bird of Prey from 
South America. By Puinie LUTLEY SCLATER. 


(Plate IL.) 


AT a meeting of the Zoological Society in February 1851, Pro- 
fessor Kaup described as new a small species of Falcon from a 
single specimen then in the late Earl of Derby’s collection at 
Knowsley, and referred it to the genus Harpagus, under the title 
Harpagus circumcinctus, at the same time proposing for it the 
new subgeneric appellation “ Spiziapteryx *.”’ 

“ One of the most interesting birds,” says Dr. Kaup, “in the 
collection of Lord Derby is a little Falcon, belonging to the 
subfamily Falconine, which enables me to correct the characters 
of the genus Harpagus. 

“The characters must be changed as follows :— Bill large, 
with two teeth, slender and indistinct, or strong and distinct ; 
wings short, and in the proportions of the quills very like Nisus 
seu Accipiter; toes short, and the inner and outer toes of the 
same length. 

“The genus Harpagus must be divided into two subgenera. 

“The oldest subgenus (Harpagus) must be distinguished by 
the following characters :—Two strong and distinct teeth; the 
nostrils placed near the end of a soft membrane covering a large 
cavity ; tibie with scales not divided. 

“Two species, H. diodon and H. bidentatus. 

» The other subgenus, in which this new species must be placed, 
must be characterized :—Two slender indistinct teeth ; the nos- 
trils round, very small, and bored in the nasal bones ; the first 
wing-feathers with very distinct emarginations, the fourth the 
longest ; tibiæ with whole and divided scales. 

“ 1 give this subgenus the name of Spiziapteryx, and the spc- 
cies I have named 


* See Proc. Zool. Soc. 1851, p. 42. 
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<“ HARPAGUS CIRCUMCINCTUS. 

“ Diag.—Size of the Kestrel, with white stripe over the eye, 
which encircles the whole head, and is connected with a white 
collar ; the tail-coverts, above and beneath, white. 

“ Descr.—Rufous ash-grey, beneath lighter, with dark-brown 
shaft-stripes; the white stripe over the eye and the collar 
black-margined ; tibia-coverts white; the arm- and band-wings 
white at the roots, and, like the stronger covert-feathers, with white 
spots and bands on the inner and outer webs; the first wing- 
feather without spots on the exterior web, and with fine white 
spots on the interior web; tail black-brown, beneath with white 
roots, and three small white bands and an end-band ; the fifth 
without spots on the exterior web; the fourth with only traces ; 
the third exhibits round white spots; and the two exterior feathers 
are white-banded. From this very irregular distribution of 
spots, the tail, seen from above, exhibits a very irregular drawing. 
Cere, naked eye-region, and feet yellow; nails dark brown. 

“I apprehend that this specimen—the only one in Kngland— 
is not a very old bird. Lord Derby received it from Chili, where 
it was obtained by Mr. Bridges. 

» Dimensions (in French centimêtrcs).— Head, 49; bill, from 
the cere, 16; from the gape, 22. Height, 13; breadth, 20; 
over wing, 123; tip of the wing, 56; middle tail-feather, 148 ; 
outer tail-feather, 115; tarsus, 45; middle toe, 26; nail, 11; 
outer toc, 174; nail, 10; inner toe, 16; nail, 12; after toe, 13; 
10٦ 

The accompanying illustration (Plate II.) is a reduction from 
an accurate water-colour drawing of this bird, made by Mr. Wolf 
for Mr. J. H. Gurney’s portfolio. Through the kindness of Mr. 
Thomas J. Moore, the present curator of the Derbian Museum 
at Laverpool, the typical specimen was, by permission of the 
trustees of that collection, transmitted to London for the purpose 
of being figured; and I have thus had an opportunity of examining 
it carefully. It is, I think, certainly distinct from any previously 
deseribed species of the group; but, as has been already men- 
tioned in these pages *, is probably identical with Prof. Bur- 
meister’s Falco punctipennis, deseribed in the > Journal für Orni- 

* Sce ° This, 1861, p. 200: 
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thologie* for 1860, p. 242, in terms whieh may be translated as 
follows :— 

“ Size of Falco aurantius—Above brown-grey, feathers with 
black shaft-stripes; greater wing-coverts with white points on 
each web; wing- and tail-feathers banded across with white 
spots, the two middle rectrices unspotted. Below yellowish 
white, with blackish-grey shaft-stripes from the ehin to the belly ; 
below the under mandible a rather broad beard-stripe. Bill 
grey; under mandible yellow; legs yellowish grey; tarsus 
rather long, toes shorter. 

“ Hab. Biga de la Paz; Pampa.” 

It would perhaps have been hardly possible to have identified 
Prof. Burmeister’s Falco punctipennis with Dr. Kaup’s bird solely 
from this description ; but I may state that, when at Halle in 
October 1861, [ had the pleasure of examining this and other 
rare types collected by Prof. Burmeister at his different stations 
in La Plata, I immediately recognized the species, and although 
I had no opportunity of making a very accurate examination of 
it, I am pretty confident that I am not mistaken as to its iden- 
tity with Dr. Kaup’s Spiziapteryx circumcinctus. 

Whether the bird is really referable to the genus Harpagus is, 
I think, a matter of mueh doubt, and, until more is known of it, 
and we have become acquainted with its change of plumage and 
other characteristics, it will be safer to use for it the generic ap- 
pellation Spiziapteryz, or leave it under the more general desig- 
nation of Falco cireumcinctus. 


VIIL.—An additional List of Birds received from Natal. 
By Joux Henry Gurney, M.P., F.Z.S. 


(Plate III.) 


Havine had the pleasure of receiving from Mr. Thomas Ayres, 
of Natal, some additional species of birds colleeted by him in 
that colony, I beg to communicate a list of them for insertion 
in the “ Ibis,’ together with the aceompanying observations which 
Mr. Ayres has been so good as to send me, and to whieh I have 
appended a few notes of my own. 


M ع8‎ N Hanhart. lng 
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